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Hollyhock is a 44 acre
educational centre that is

meant to recharge the mind
and rejuveniate the soul

ocated at the entrance of Desoladon Sound
and the wp of the Georgia Strait. Hollvhock
Foucatonal FBemear Centre 15 nestled on the
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The founders of the centre came weether in 983 w0
bring people a hielong learning centre in a curnculum
surrounded by natore, and as themr mission statement savs:
“Hollvhock exists to mspire, nourish and support people
who are making the world beter,”™

“We have quite a spectacular wilderness
setting,” explams Greg Osoba, marketing
manager with Hollvhock for 22 vears, In
his wvears working with the organization,
Osoba savs that he has seen a shilt inois
primary locus. “lt used to be quite locused
on personal development, but now there s
much emphasis on social change and creating
a beiter world.”
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of which included Rex Wevler (one of the
founders of Greenpeace International and
renowned author, and Shivon Bobinsong,
who iz currently uplifting the community
choir scene in Vicworia.

some  of  the masterminds  behind  the
creaton of Hollvhock have since moseed an,
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is influence.

“We have over 1H) programs to ciller ™ EAVE
Usaba. “The bulk of the programs are held
here on Cortes Island, but there are a dozen

pPrograms m Vancouver as well,”

Programs cover a vast specorum and  fi
into four main categories: arts and culure,
wisdom teachings, well-bemg as well as
leadership and professional  development.
Programs  mclude  meditation,  personal
development, relatonships. communications
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“We are so eclecte,” savs Osoba of the
centre’s celebration of diversite. Every season,
board members ntroduce new programs and
fresh faces. “We have different weachers for
every program. They come from all over the
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savs Osobu, estmanng that Hollvhoek 15 host
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Open  from March  through  November,
Haollvhock sces vistors of all ages, though
the majority o guests lall withim the apes
of 35 and 60. “Weve had people ac the
centre 1 their 205 all the way up o those
in ther B8 he savs, The expansive beach.,
oceanfront property and beautifully forested
escape cares not of the visitors” age — all are
weleome o experience Hollvhock, Whethes
guests come for a vacation, a mental cleanse
or to learn something new. the hope 15 that
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and rejuvenation.
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~climb onboard a
kayak for a night paddle

For a truly unforgettable
experience

works closely with Hollvhock, prowading
guided schooner cruises. kavak trips and

sailing programs.

“Hioluminescence paddles have Teen lile-
alterimg for alotof people.”™ savs co-owner
Mike Moore ol ."'.|1"1'11_.' [sles Adventures.
o put sormeone im a ku.!_.'al-c al |.w1'|ig||l,
and head ofl into the setting sun. As vou
look down and wave your hand 0 the
water, 105 a three-dimensional universe as
the hght given oll by the agitated plankton
15 truly spectaculan”™ he savs.,

No matter the activity or program  of
choice, Osoba savs that the hope [n
Hollvhock guests 15 that “Nurmnlwe
one, they are going to relax; secondly
learn something new  amd  wliomeately
connect with other  likemmded  people.
We want them o reconnect with nature,
eat labulous local and orgamc loods and
potentially get a ghmpse mio how they
could transtorm and share their expernence
to their communities” what Osoba calls
“the npple etlect,”

VANCOUVER ISLAND'S
WIDEST SELECTION
OF HOT TUBS,
INFRARED SAUNAS AND IR
POOL TABLES.
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4000 Corunna Ave. Nanaimo, BC | 250.758.3003 | 1.800.991.3199 | calaisspas-billiards.com
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